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Soldiers in combat environments never 
know when they will come under fire or 
encounter an improvised explosive device 
(IED), so they must be protected against 
fragmentation and burns whenever they go 
outside the wire. They would not think 
about being without their body armor or 
helmets, and Army leaders want to make 
sure they are protecting their eyes and 
hands, as well.

Protective eyewear and flame-resistant 
gloves are provided to all deploying Soldiers 
through the Rapid Fielding Initiative (RFI), 
but the Army has recognized that Soldiers 
are more apt to wear eye and hand 
protection if it looks and feels good. To 
increase acceptance of eyewear and gloves 
and ultimately decrease injuries, Program 
Executive Office (PEO) Soldier, the Army 
organization responsible for virtually 
everything a Soldier wears or carries, has 
increased the available options. Many of 
these options are provided through RFI at 
no cost to Soldiers. But some Soldiers still 
want to purchase their own eyewear and 
gloves, and PEO Soldier has established 
authorized product lists to help them make 
informed decisions. 

“In the current combat environment, it is absolutely 
imperative that Soldiers protect their eyes and hands,” said SGM 
Thomas Coleman of PEO Soldier and Natick Soldier System 
Center, whose combat experience includes two tours in Iraq. “I 
have seen what happens when they don’t. It is a tragedy when a 
Soldier loses an eye or suffers severe burns on his or her hands 
because he or she wasn’t wearing the right protection. These 
injuries can be prevented.”

The Authorized Product Eyewear List (APEL) has been around 
for a few years, but the Authorized Product List (APL) for gloves is 
relatively new. The latter list was developed as part of PEO 
Soldier’s effort to provide head-to-toe burn protection for Soldiers. 

“Devastating” Burns
LTC Evan Renz, a burn surgeon at Brooke Army Medical Center 
in San Antonio, Texas, said that some of the most common 
injuries he treats are to the hands. “You have to make something 
that people will wear,” he said. Renz and his team provided 
photos of hand burns for a poster highlighting the Flame Resistant 
(FR) Combat Gloves APL. 

Renz said that burns to the hands are particularly painful and 
difficult to heal because of the sensitivity and thinness of the skin 
there. “A palm burn is devastating because you can’t graft it,” Renz 

said, “and burns to the backs of the hands are equally bad because 
of the effect on the tendons. There is no fat on the back of the 
fingers—just skin—and it’s just devastating.”

Wearing authorized FR gloves can prevent those types of 
injuries. SPC Omar Avila knows that from personal experience. 
Avila (C/1-26 IN) suffered burns to his arms and legs in an IED 
blast in the spring of 2007. “The Nomex definitely saved my 
hands,” he said of his Army-issued Summer Flyer Gloves.

Product Manager Clothing and Individual Equipment (PM 
CIE), the PEO Soldier office responsible for gloves, is working 
closely with Army and Air Force Exchange Service Military 
Clothing and Sales Store (AAFES-MCSS) to keep the list of 
authorized gloves up to date. AAFES-MCSS knows what styles are 
popular with Soldiers, and makes recommendations to PM CIE, 
whose engineers then rigorously test the gloves to make sure they 
meet FR and durability standards. 

Fiber gloves are required to contain Nomex or Kevlar. Leather 
is inherently flame-resistant, but currently only hair sheepskin 
and goat kidskin are approved for military use because of their 
proven durability. Because the supply of Nomex and Kevlar are 
strained, engineers are testing new synthetic fibers. Some FR 
materials did not exist when testing started, so PM-CIE is looking 
at new materials, such as Carbon X, PBI and Nomex/Rayon 
blends. The materials have been tested and approved for FR 
properties, but field testing still needs to be conducted to 
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Army Offers Choices in Protective 
Gloves and Eyewear By Debi Dawson

Authorized Product Lists Help Soldiers Make Wise Decisions

PEO Soldier increases options for hand and eye protection.
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determine durability. That testing is planned for September.
LTC John Lemondes, who oversees PM CIE, said, “We are 

continuously evaluating commercially available hand wear for 
suitability of use for Soldiers. With more choices available, Soldiers 
are more likely to find something that meets their needs for form, 
fit and function.”

Lemondes’ team is currently introducing a PEO Soldier 
certification seal that will help company commanders quickly 
determine that their troops are wearing authorized gloves. The seal 
will likely be incorporated into an external label or printed directly 
on the gloves and eventually will be used to brand other 
commercial off-the-shelf items that are approved for Soldier use.

Reducing Eye Injuries
The concept of the authorized product list began with eyewear 
several years ago because data showed that approximately 10 
percent of Soldiers injured in the current conflicts had injuries to 
the eyes. Most of these injuries could be preventable with the 
proper eyewear. In conflicts involving IEDs, mortars, sand, wind 
and dust, protective eyewear is essential equipment.

Like gloves, eyewear is a matter of personal preference and 
PEO Soldier recognizes that Soldiers need more choices if they 
are going to accept the mandate to wear Army-approved ballistic 
eyewear. The APEL informs Soldiers of the choices that meet or 
exceed required protection levels. Standard-issue eye protection 

includes Ballistic Laser Protection 
Spectacles (BLPS), Special 
Protective Eyewear Cylindrical 
System (SPECS), and Sun, Wind 
and Dust Goggles (SWDG). The 
APEL offers alternatives to these 
standards in a variety of modern 
styles and sizes. All authorized 
products have been evaluated and 
meet military standards for 
protection from ballistic 
fragmentation. The commercially 

available alternatives on the APEL do not provide laser 
protection, so Soldiers must wear the BLPS, SPECS or SWDG if 
an operation or training mission requires laser eye protection.

PEO Solider is continuing to work on developing better laser 
eye protection, as well as transition lenses that meet military 
requirements. Advanced laser eye protection should be integrated 
into at least one product on the APEL list within a year to 18 
months, and an interim solution may come sooner. 

Although protection from fragmentation is the main goal of 
providing ballistic eyewear, an additional benefit is the protection 
from burns. LTC Renz often sees patients with a “reverse raccoon 
pattern,” where they may have burns to the face, but the area 
around their eyes was protected. Renz believes that PEO Soldier 
is on the right track in promoting choices in eyewear and gloves. 

The APL for gloves is available online at www.peosoldier.army.
mil/docs/FRCombatGlove.pdf. The current APEL is available online at  
www.peosoldier.army.mil/pmseq/eyewearmessage.asp. AAFES and 
MCSS also provide the lists. For information on other PEO Soldier 
programs, visit the PEO Soldier home page at www.peosoldier.army.mil.

 Debi Dawson is the Strategic Communications Officer  
for PEO Soldier. 

 Reunion Notice
11th Special Forces Group (ABN) Reunion will be  

held on Saturday, 9 August 2008, at Fort Meade, Md. 
Please contact CW4 (Ret) Pete McDermott at  

petermcd1@comcast.net for more information.

The Old Guard Association (3d Inf. Regt.) will hold 
its 11th Annual Reunion, 24 to 28 September 2008, 
at Fort Myer, Va. Please contact either CW4 (Ret)  

Pete McDermott at petermcd1@comcast.net or  
Don Cofsky at tog55@rochester.rr.com for  

more information.


